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What does congestion cost us? (p. 20)

Congestion has several effects. . . . One significant element is the value of the additional
time and wasted fuel.

• 5.7 billion gallons of fuel were wasted in the 75 urban areas. This amount of fuel
would fill 114 super-tankers or 570,000 gasoline tank trucks. If you placed 570,000
gasoline tank trucks back-to-back, they would stretch from New York to Las Vegas 
and back.

• The average annual cost of congestion for the 75 urban areas is $67.5 billion.

How much more road construction would be needed? (p. 34)

• Conclusions: This analysis shows that it would be almost impossible to attempt to
maintain a constant congestion level with road construction only. . . . It would require
at least twice the level of current-day road expansion funding to attempt this road
construction strategy.

How many new carpools or bus riders would be needed 
if this were the only solution? (p. 40)

To accomplish a goal of maintaining a constant congestion level:

• an additional 3 to 4 percent of all vehicles would have to become carpools, or

• transit systems would have to expand by more than one-third of the current ridership
each year.


